*ve heard about art good
enough to eat before but try
A resisting these latest
paintings by local artist Suzy
Abrahams,
her Barc

Following her Barcelona-
inspired debut last Septemb-er.
Abrahams returns to the
Fountain Gallery this week
‘with a new collection of still-
1ifes based on the exotic froit
che tasted on a recent trip to
Cape Towil.

The jump from Gaudi to
gooseberries Is abig ane but
Abrahams’ main concern
was whether she would find
the fruit she wanted to paint in
her logal shops back in

“Luckily for me, supermar-
kets ave better stocked than
they used tobe," she says. “1
spent a great deal of time
looking at different species,
their colours and shapes, then
sliulns,halv‘lng, quartering

and pee! g them to discover

-dﬁamm‘et eolours and textures

“I‘a.ke passion fruit. They
have this very uninteresting,
even ugly exterion But whe:n
you cut one oge
surprise! I ended pamﬂna it
twice, first from the oulxld.u. all

and shrivellad, and
then h:lslﬂe to show the liquidy
Jjulciness,”
Realistic and mouth-watering

E

work but ghe stresses that her
aim is not necessarily to
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achieve a phetomhiu
ress.

“After the Bareelona paint-

. ings, I wasn't.sure if some-

thing this representational
would be enough of achal.
lenge," she says, “But these
new paintings ave all twoor

* thiree times larger than Life,

which lends them quite a
surreal Iook. T even planned on
ingorporating real pome-
granate seeds into one painting
buit by the time I had boiled

them up and got covered in
this red, sticky mess, I realised -
it wasn't going to work!” hgs:

Tnetead, the final paintings :
are a range of acrylic and
mixed-media pieces that
bring out the contrasts of

texture and colour that have

make fruit such a popular
subject with artists through
the ages. They will be.
complemented in the gallery
space by gome beautiful bowls
&nd etched glassware by
Joanne Gardner, filled
wlth, e real deal,

A former graphic designer,
Abrahams admits to beingona
continual learning curve
with her art. When painting
the hairy outer skin of kiwl
fruit, she evenmade a trip
up to the National Gallery to
pick up tips from the famous

horse paintings of George
Stubibs.

“I'm always going to exhibi-
tions and visiting galleries,”
she says. “There’s so much to
learn butthat's the exciting
part of being an artist, You
can never know it all.”

Hampton Court, East
Molesey, Tnesday, July 24 -
ugust 5, Tues-

Fri/Sat 10-5.30pm. Free,
Call 020 8941 5665 orvisit
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